THE   LIFE   OF   HORACE    WALPOLE
stood and prayed sometime with Forster, who wept over
him, exhorted and encouraged him. He delivered a long
speech to the Sheriff, and with a noble manliness stuck to
the recantation he had made at his trial; declaring he wished
that all who embarked in the same cause might meet the
same fate. He then took off his bag, coat and waistcoat,
with great composure, and after some trouble put on a napkin-
cap, and then several times tried the block; the executioner,
who was in white, with a white apron, out of tenderness
concealing the axe behind himself. At last the Earl knelt
down, witfc a visible unwillingness to depart, and after five
minutes dropped his handkerchief, the signal, and his head
was cut off at once, only hanging by a bit of skin, and was
received in a scarlet cloth by four of the undertaker's men
kneeling, who wrapped it up and put it into the coffin
with the body: orders having been given not to expose
the heads, as used to be the custom.
The scaffold was immediately new-strewed with saw-dust,
the block new-covered, the executioner new-dressed, and
a new axe brought. Then came old Balmerino, treading
with the air of a general. As soon as he mounted the scaffold,
he read the inscription on his coffin, as he did again after-
wards : he then surveyed the spectators, who were in amazing
numbers, even upon masts of ships in the river ; and pulling
out his spectacles read a treasonable speech, which he delivered
to the Sheriff, and said, the young Pretender was so sweet
a Prince, that flesh and blood could not resist following him;
and lying down to try the block, he said,e If I had "a thousand
lives, I would lay them all down here in the same cause/
He said, if he had not taken the sacrament the day before,
he would have knocked down Williamson, the lieutenant
of the Tower, for his ill usage of him. He took the axe
and felt it, and asked the headsman how many blows he
had given Lord Kilmarnock; and gave him three guineas.
Two clergymen, who attended him, coming up, he said,
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